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consented to its most sacred and mysterious rite being
made a test for office-holders. Nonconformists were
scattered and dispirited and divided among them-
selves. The religious spirit of the English people was
far indeed from being dead, as time was to show.
Barclay's Apoltigy for True Christian Divinity (1678)
and Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress (1681) are only two
of the"deeply religious works of the age. But in those
courtly circles which still, if for the last time, were
the arbiters of taste and gave its tone to polite litera-
ture the prevailing mood was disillusioned andcynical,
and I wish to consider the effect, but not in the ad-
mittedly immoral work of the dramatists. It is easy
to misjudge the Renaissance in Italy or the Restora-
tion in England by concentrating attention on ex-
treme but partial aspects. I would rather consider the
work of the great poet of the period, the rightful
successor to Spenser and Donne and Jonson and
Milton; I mean John Dryden.
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